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President’s Message
Wow! What a Summer! We now have a new Newsletter Editor that really wants
to do the job! I was very happy to oblige them! Please say thank you to Wil
Oats, one of our newest members who has volunteered to take it over. Thank
You, Wil!!!!
Our Annual Show and Sale in June was a great success! The sale was the best
we ever had! I just can’t stop saying thank you enough to all of the members
who helped with this adventure and monumental production. It was something to behold!
Also, you are not seeing things. If you note at the top of the page it says President’s Message. I
announced at our July 14 board meeting at the home of Fred Hill that I have volunteered to sit in as
president until the end of the year when we have our election.
We had a very productive board meeting. The majority of the time was spent discussing the show
and sale and the improvements and tweaks needed to make it an even better show and sale next
year.
I would like to thank everyone who attended the board meeting: Peggy Anglin, Lee Woodside,
Matthew Baginski, Rosario Douglas, Fred Hill, Peggy Holland, Robert Millison, Will Oats, Gayle
Snider, Mike Douglas, Helen Hill.

Let’s make sure these names get in our active member book.
I’m really looking forward to our next board meeting. And please remember, all members of the
Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society are welcome to attend and participate in the board
meetings.
On another note, I am sorry to say I will not be at the July meeting. Jim and I will be in St. Louis as
one of their main vendors for the Henry Shaw Cactus and Succulent Society’s Annual Show and Sale,
but I’ll see you in August!
For the August meeting and program, we will be having our “Dish Garden Work Shop.” Please let
your friends and family know about it. The cost is $20.00 per person at the door. Everyone will need
to pre-register by contacting me via email Cactibud@cox.net or phone 405-737-1831.
Joyce Hochtritt, President, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society

Welcome New Members!
Mike and Lawanda Keeling
Tom Doughtery
Loa Girty
Ed & Ovetta Vermillion
www.oklahomacactus.com

Parker Manek
Larry Myers
Leighton, Erin & Wayne Oshel
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Letter from the Editor

Aloe all!
My name’s Wil, and like Joyce said I’m one of the newer members having joined
in April. I’m really excited about taking over the newsletter. Rosario has been
doing it for quite a while. She’s disseminated a lot of information over the
years. I’ve got some big shoes to fill.
I have a few ideas on things I’d like to do with this newsletter, and hopefully
everyone enjoys what I put together. I also want to make sure I’m sharing the stuff the club does,
and while I will try to get pictures for everything, I’d LOVE to have members pictures as well.
You can send pictures to my email daisyandherdads@gmail.com or you can even just text them to
me at 580.504.6985.
If you have any questions about the club or your plants then feel free to toss me an email.
I’d also like to present you with a new monthly column called “Getting To Know You” which will be
right after this!
Thanks all!

Name: Wil Oats
Occupation: Information Technology at a Public School
How long have you been a collector: 3 years
What’s your favorite plant: Oh gosh… uhm… I’m a fanatic for variegated (when it’s
not common) but my favorite plant (at the moment) has to be my cereus Peruvians
monstrose. It’s one of my first plants and has grown tremendously, plus it won me my
first trophy in a show n sale exhibition.
Something you wouldn’t know about me: I’ve been an avid blogger for years. My
first blog was video gaming and more recently I’ve been blogging about my plants
(daisyandherdads.wordpress.com).

www.oklahomacactus.com
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COCSS Board Meeting 7.14.18 via Secretary Robert Millinson

The COCSS Board Meeting was held on 7-14-18 at Fred's home (THANKS FRED!)..
Joyce has volunteered to be the club president through the end of the year (Yay!),
and Wil has volunteered to start doing the club newsletter (Yay!).
Most of the board meeting was spent discussing our recent show/sale. The
Treasurer reported total sales of $41,016 and a club bank balance of $16,778. 1,069 post cards were mailed
out for the show/sale. $330.16 was spent on trophies/ribbons for the show.
Items discussed regarding next year's show/sale included: Person working the Welcome Table is

responsible for making sure they have plenty of copies of membership forms and other printed materials
to be handed out. Matt will be keeping track of the number of show entries, including taking pics for the
newsletter/FB page. Wil has offered to continue to oversee the People's Choice. Meeting attendees made
numerous comments about what a great job Sarah did with the Raffle & announcements.
A long discussion was held regarding the possible use of bar codes at future shows in the hopes it would
speed up check-out; however, Joyce shared that in her experience the use of bar-codes have not improved
check-out times and would actually create more issues.
Gayle offered to take charge of having club t-shirts made for next year's show.
The club will check into possibly purchasing a couple of new carts to be used for the show/sale; we will
also be checking to see if the garden center will let us move our Welcome Table to the lobby area to
create a bit more space in the show/sale area.
Increased/Improved signage was discussed; we will be seeing about getting/making "sign holders". It was
also suggested that the club possibly purchase some "accessories", such as water meters & tweezers, to be
sold at next year's sale. Wil's husband will be able to help with obtaining boxes for the sale, and Joyce will
order some extra boxes to be used (reimbursed by the club).
The board has decided that we will no longer have a "Refreshment Schedule" for the monthly meetings; if
a member wishes to bring snacks, that will be perfectly fine; at each monthly meeting, someone will be
asked to volunteer to bring cold bottled water to the next month's meeting.
The possibility of road trips was discussed briefly.
Matt voiced concerns about how full the library cabinet has become & will be working with a few other
members in cleaning out and organizing the library; books/journals that are not being used will be made

available for purchase at a future date.
www.oklahomacactus.com
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Volunteer Day Details and WRGC Succulent & Cacti Bed Update

Where: Will Rogers Gardens Center
When: July 28th @ 7am
Details: We are planning on having a work day on Saturday July 28th starting about 77:30am (this will be very strenuous work, so I'm asking for "able-bodied" members who are
willing to help that morning).
COCSS is putting in a cold-hardy outdoor cactus and succulent bed at WRGC outside the south
end of the conservatory. Beds 1&2 have been cleaned out, and raised rock-walls have been
constructed to better display some of the smaller cacti/succulents.
WRGC has ordered over $1000 worth of
plants, which were delivered last week.
A pallet of pea gravel has been ordered
to be used as mulch and we are
awaiting delivery of additional soil
which be used to fill in the raised areas
(hoping this arrives this week). It’ll allow

me to finish the "dirt-work" the
weekend of July 21st.
COCSS has given Joyce a budget of
$1000 to spend on additional plants for
the bed; other COCSS members have
also donated plants to be used.
This fall, we will start work on beds 3&4,
and hope to get them completed next
spring.
Once all four beds are completed,
WRGC plans to have an "Open House" to present the new Cactus & Succulent bed to the
gardening community. COCSS is also responsible for the cactus/succulents inside the
conservatory; this winter, we will be scheduling some work days focused on taking care of the
indoor bed (a few plants need to be removed/cleaned up and some empty spots will be planted).

www.oklahomacactus.com
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Robert Millinson has found that the website ExoticPlantBooks.com has a "credit" system wherein any

time someone purchases an item from them, the buyer can indicate with which organization they
are affiliated.
When a buyer makes a purchase, he can choose "COCSS", and COCSS will receive credits for each
purchase made. COCSS may use these credits to obtain books from EPB either free or greatly
discounted (depending on how many credits we have). The San Fran club earned over $500 worth of
free books!
- Fred Hill’s Private Garden Tour -

On July 14th, member Fred Hill, had his private garden be not so private. Several members showed
up during the day and Fred was more than helpful on talking about his garden. He knew his plants
and anything else you might
have to ask about them.
He has a wonderful water
feature, butterfly garden, tiered

mound for succulent / cacti
display as well as a cold hardy
garden. He has a peach tree
which has been known to cause
people to come into his
backyard and run off with
them. Maybe he should have
put the tree in the middle of
the cold hardy cacti?
www.oklahomacactus.com
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More pictures from Fred’s garden (pictures courtesy Wil Oats)

www.oklahomacactus.com
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CALENDAR
July Meeting:
When: July 19th @ 7pm
Where: Will Rogers Gardens—3400 NW 36th St, OKC
Details: Nadine Varner from the Oklahoma Ornithological Society will be giving a lecture
title, Backyard Birds: How to identify and attract them.
Volunteer Day:
When: Saturday, July 28th @ 7:30am
Where: Will Rogers Gardens—3400 NW 36th St, OKC

Details: We will be working on a cold hardy display garden. It will be warm so come
prepared with water and appropriate attire. Even if you can only help out for an hour before it gets
hot it’s much appreciated. We will be moving some dirt, planting some plants, and

spreading

some top dressing.

August “Build Your Own Dish Garden” (in lieu of the monthly meeting)
When: Thursday August 16th @ 7-8:30pm
Where: Will Rogers Garden Center - 3400 NW 36th St, OKC
Fee: $20
What to Bring: Your own dish, planter, or container. It is best to use a container that has
drainage holes.
What the club brings: 3 cactus / succulents, potting soil, top dressing. There will be
additional plants to purchase if you would like to add more plants to your dish garden.
Pre-Registration: Please pre-register by calling Joyce Hochtritt @ 405.737.1831 OR emailing
her at cactibud@cox.net. Very important so we make sure we have enough plants on hand.
September Coffee & Tea in the Garden:
When: September 15th @ 9am - Noon
Where: 600 N Pine St, Midwest City
Details: Visitors are welcome to come, visit the greenhouse and check out the plants. We
have hundreds of cactus and Succulents are available for purchase. Visitors will need to park in the
circle drive under the shade trees so not to block the driveway to the back.
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