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CLUB NEWS
By our president-elect
A ‘Somewhat’ New Beginning
by
President-Elect Niki Furrh
When someone has held an office in the club so long that they really can’t remember how long it
has been – it is definitely time to move on. The past three years have been a period of ‘change’ for
me, involving quite a few challenges with some more difficult to get through than others but overall,
a thankfulness to have an ability to reach way down inside and pull out the strength needed to
reconnect wholeheartedly with that appreciation for life and desire to ‘get back out in the world
again’. I am not alone in this. A majority of our members have been facing their own challenges at
various times the last few years, and although we are not a close group socially, I think we have all
become somewhat of a ‘cactus family’ and at times it seems to be quite comforting to ‘come home
to a meeting’; or at least it does to me. New members – you are the infusion of energy, ideas, and,
yes, even passion into the group. We all started out as “new” in our own time and you are most
welcome to the membership.
Although I am not going far (simply moving one chair to the left), I am looking forward to a little
different view. We have an excellent group of members at the present time, and I look forward to
everyone’s input on programs, field trips, extra activities during the year to help promote the club
and educate the public, and taking the time to simply enjoy our time together and our common
interests.
I’m sure we’ll have some changes here and there and we’ll keep what works and drop what doesn’t.
If I were to ask anything of any one of you beginning in 2012, it would be this: Always remember
that this club is ours, that no one or two people can ‘run the show’ nor should they. Everyone has
something to offer, and what you think & say is important. No one can read another person’s mind,
so it’s important that your voice be heard and it’s important that we listen to each other.
Take care of yourselves for the remainder of 2011. Tony and I wish you all a peaceful holiday
season. Our first “official” meeting for 2012 will be the February meeting. The January meeting will
hopefully give the officers time to reconnect, welcome new officers, and start planning programs for
2012. If time allows topics such as field trips, extra programs/events during the year, etc. will be
discussed. Any member is welcome to attend the meeting and any ideas or suggestions for
programs, speakers, field trips, etc. will be welcomed. If you would prefer to email those
ideas/suggestions to me and skip the meeting, just send them to me at tnfurrh@cox.net
Niki Furrh
Dec, 2011
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CLUB NEWS
FROM THE SECRETARY

Minutes of Meeting
Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society
November 17, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Secretary Niki Furrh at 7:30pm at the WRGC with 10
members present at which time we went directly into the program. Joyce Hochtritt presented a
slide/computer presentation of “Collecting Small Aloes” including a little additional information on
hybridizing. Joyce presented some small aloes as examples and brought a few sale plants for
anyone in the group who might want to add to or begin their own collection.
Others in the group participating in the Plant of the Month were Deb Trimble, Mary Robertson,
and Tony Furrh.
Following the program, (no refreshments were available at this meeting) a short business
meeting was carried out. Treasurer Peggy Anglin was unable to attend the meeting but reported
that we had a current balance of $4,642.11. The minutes from the last meeting were approved
as published.
OLD BUSINESS: The Christmas Party is Dec 15th at 7:00pm at the home of Jim and Joyce
Hochtritt. Directions will be published in the newsletter. The entire meal is being furnished by
Jim (at the club’s expense) so it would certainly be reasonable for everyone who can attend to let
Jim or Joyce know so they are prepared with enough food. Dirty Santa will be played again and
those wishing to participate should each bring a wrapped gift.
NEW BUSINESS: The annual Garden Festival at the WRGC has been scheduled earlier this
spring, May 19th. This will be a great opportunity to both promote the club and the Annual Show
and Sale in June, so we need to arrange to have a table and volunteers to work it. Louis will
need to be called to reserve a table for our club.
The meeting was adjourned around 8:40pm.
Niki Furrh
Secretary

3

THE OFFSET

December issue 2011

CHRISTMAS PARTY
On December 15th at 7 pm you
are invited to attend the 2011
Christmas Party at the home of
Joyce and Jim Hochtritt, 600 N.
Pine Ave., Midwest City,
Oklahoma. 405-737-1831 or
Cactibud@cox.net
On the right is the menu we will be
having for the Christmas.
Everything will be provided at the
party so please do not bring any
food, ice, utensils, etc.
We will be playing Dirty Santa
again so don’t forget to bring a
wrapped gift to participate.
Joyce

The Menu
Honey Glazed Smoked Ham
Tamales from Santa Fe New Mexico
and homemade Verde sauce
Shrimp in adobo sauce
Homemade red potato salad
Partially homemade corn bread
stuffing
Homemade Cole slaw
2 different kinds of pies from Ingrid’s
and chocolate cigars from La Baguette
Mexican beer
Various soft drinks, water
Bon Appétit!

Don’t forget to let Joyce
know a week before if you
and or a guest are planning
to attend.
Some Graphics from: cybermilieu.com
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Rosario Douglas

DEAR MEMBERS: I hope you all had an enjoyable Thanksgiving. This month you
will be receiving two attached PDF files; one titled December COCSS newsletter
and the other a Membership renewal form.
CHRISTMAS PARTY: Dec 15th. Don’t forget to email Joyce if you are planning to
attend the Christmas party. Hope you all can make it. The menu is looking very
good. Don’t forget to bring your gift for the dirty Santa exchange.
MEETING: Remember that there is no meeting in January. Instead we will
have a board meeting but all of you that are interested can participate.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME: It is that time of the year again and
Memberships are due in January !!
You can print the renewal form I am sending as a separate PDF file. Fill out and
send with a check to Peggy Anglin. You can also give it to her during the Christmas
Party.
NEWSLETTER: Don’t hesitate to send us your comments, questions or any
materials you may have and that you want included in the newsletter. The deadline
for submitting such materials is the 7th of the month.
SURVEY: So far 3 members have sent me their surveys. I would like to take the
opportunity to encourage you to share with us information about your cactus hobby.
You can email me the answers, use slow mail or give it to me at the Christmas
party.
So lets complete those surveys - it will only take a few minutes!!

**Deadline for articles or other materials for the newsletter is the 7th of the month.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Rosario Douglas

Dear Members: I have included the survey again so you can see what the questions were
when looking at some of the responses below.
Here is a short survey I would like you to complete. I will publish the results in the future. You
can respond via email or you can mail me your survey to: Rosario Douglas, 1501 Goldfinch
Ct. Norman, OK 73071
1- How did you become interested in cactus and succulents?
2- Do you like cactus, succulents or both?
3- Do you have a favorite cactus and / or succulent?
4- How long have you been a member of the club?
5- What kind of programs would you like to see during our monthly meetings?
6- What kind of field trips would you be interested in?
7- What subjects would you like to see discussed in the newsletter?
8- How many plants do you have? Do you have a greenhouse?
9- Do you shop online or locally for your plants?
10-Are you interested in cultivation information? What are your most pressing
cultivation concerns?
--------------------------------------------------------

Responses to the survey
1 I went to a show and sale and met a delightful member, Maurice Roche (now
deceased) who charmed me into joining. I think it's important for members to
come and chat with attendees - our best bet for new members.
2 Mostly succulents
3 Sanseverias - they are hardest to kill!
4 Since 1992
5 Tapes, speakers, demos, plant profiles
6 The more local the better
7 Pictures and plant articles
8 50+, no greenhouse
9 At ouR sale
10 No

Pegy Anglin
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Rosario Douglas

Responses to the survey continued….
Tony Furrh
1. As a child my Mother could seldom keep shoes on my feet when I was outside playing. As a
result, I had an experience with a prickly pear. I shed a few tears but was impressed with the
beautiful flower. I was "Hooked" as they say.
2 I like both. Many friends had nicknamed me the Cactus man for obvious reasons, but the
fascination soon enveloped the other world of succulents. I am a very inquisitive person and
this has led me to the incredible area of what Cacti and other succulents can and have done
for mankind. It seems that there is no end to their many, many uses.
3 One of my favorite cacti is our very own native species of Echinocereus reichinbachii var.
baileyi that grows nowhere else but in the Wichita Mtns. of SW Oklahoma But asking me to pick
a favorite is a very hard thing to do. Each one of my plants are favorites. that’s why I grow them.
4 I have been a member since the late 80's or very early 90s. I remember Niki pointing out the
article in the Sunday, Garden section of the paper about the clubs Show and Sale. I was
surprised that there was an organization. I went, and joined at the show.
5 Any program that educates me on the world of succulents via a good lecture from a
knowledgeable source or a video, or hands on demonstrations I consider important.
6 Tours of Arboretums and other Gardens are nice as well as Nursery visits and even
overnights to get to one of the above. Of course I love seeing plants in the wild.
7 The 3 most important things I look for in a newsletter are Education, Information, and
entertainment.
8 I haven't taken a count, but probably should. I would guesstimate 3 to 500 plants, housed in
a 16'X24' Clearspan Greenhouse.
9 I shop online, locally and when I can, take trips to Arizona to buy plants.
10 I am most eager to hear others views on what they do in their cultivation techniques for
success as well as any good info on propagation. I guess I would have to clarify that as
vegetative propagation. I don't grow C&S from seed. It takes too long.
I hope this info helps with the survey. I might add that I really enjoy growing C&S outdoors in
berms and am forever experimenting on stretching the hardiness of plants that are otherwise not
hardy in Oklahoma.
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Rosario Douglas

Responses to survey continued….

1. I came to the SW during my high school years and fell in love with
cactus and native plants.
2. I like both and was amazed at the ones in South Africa and South
America.
3. I like all the varieties
4. Member 02 or 03 I think
5. I live out to far and don't like to drive at night for nearly 2 hours to get
home.
6. I work in my garden and it takes most of my time. I go to Ohio 2
months out of the year - June and Oct.
7. I enjoyed the last one. It adds to my knowledge and the color was
great.
8. 30 plants and I transplant some and give them to Habitat to sell off
and on during the year. No greenhouse.
9. No to each
10. I seem to keep them growing and blooming most years. I hope to
get to come to the show but that it is my month to go to Ohio as a
caregiver.
I just want to support all plant organizations. Thanks for the great job on the newsletter
Carol Eyster
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ARTICLE OF THE MONTH
Christmas cacti north and south of the Equator

By Rosario Douglas

There are two types of cacti that share the common
name “Christmas cactus”. The first one is Opuntia
leptocaulis, also known as desert Christmas cactus,
with its beautiful fruits that turn bright red before
Christmas. The second are cacti in the genus
Schlumbergera.
Opuntia leptocalis and cacti in the genus
Schlumbergera only have the name “Christmas
cactus” in common, since everything else about
them is very different. They are found in very
different habitats and locations. Opuntia leptocaulis
is found north of the Equator in dry parts of Texas,
Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona and in northern
Mexico (Sonora and Chihuahua), while cacti in the
genus Schlumbergera are found in the moist
coastal mountains of Southeastern Brazil.
Schlumbergera truncata photographed by Jan
Mehlich and derivative work by Peter Coxhead
/Wikipedia. (Creative commons Attribution share
alike 2.5 Generic).

Opuntia leptocaulis (the name means slenderstemmed) or pencil cholla as it is also called, has
slender stems with long sharp spines. It is found in
all soil types but it prefers sandy and heavier
bottomland soils. It is often found under other taller
vegetation and thus it is hard to see it until the
grape-sized fruits have turned bright red. This and
the lack of leaves on the surrounding vegetation
make it visible in the fall and winter.
Even though it is considered a pest by some, it
provides nesting sites for birds such as cactus
wrens. Its succulent fruits are also a valuable food
source for wild turkey, white tail deer, small
mammals and birds.
Opuntia leptocaulis photo taken in Tucson-Arizona
by Mike Douglas.
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Christmas cacti north and south of the Equator Cont..

By Rosario Douglas

Opuntia leptocaulis’s
visual appeal is clear
when one sees its
beautiful red fruits,
which stand out in the
bleak winter

Cactus wren photographed
at the White Tank Mountains
outside Phoenix. By Mark
Wagner/Wikipedia (Creative
Commons Attribution 2.5)

All Opuntia leptocalis photos taken in
Big Bend National Park-Texas by Mike
Douglas
In the wild, the species of Schlumbergera grow
either on trees (epiphytic) or on rocks (epilithic)
and can form sizeable shrubs with woody
bases. Their habitat is generally shady with
high humidity. These cacti and can be quite
different in appearance from their desertdwelling cousins.

Schlumbergera sp. Flower cut in half to show the
arrangement of the stamens. By Frank Vincentz.
Wikipedia (Creative Commons Attribution-Share
alike 3.0).

Most species of Schlumbergera have stems
which resemble leaf-like pads joined one to the
other and flowers which appear from areoles at
the joints and tips of the stems. Cacti belonging
to this genus are notable in the Cactacea family
because they exhibit two distinct growth forms.
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Christmas cacti north and south of the Equator Cont…
By Rosario Douglas

One type has Opuntia-like stem segments
that are either cylindrical or compressed
and the other type have flattened young
stem segments. The flowers of
Schlumbergera have adaptations for
pollination by hummingbirds: tubular
flowers with abundant nectar, and colors
towards the red end of the spectrum.
The earliest English common name was
"Christmas Cactus". In Europe where the
plants are largely produced for sale in the
period before Christmas, this remains the
most widely used common name. This is
also the case in many languages for
cultivars of all groups.
Cacti in the genus Schlumbergera are
some of the more widely cultivated cacti.
The beauty of their flowers has made them
very popular and numerous hybrids of
different flower colors exist.

Schlumbergera russeliana. the type species, from
the Botanical Magazine, 1839. Public domain.

Opuntia leptocaulis and species in the genus Schlumbergera look very different and come from
different habitats yet both cacti are interesting and beautiful. They both got their “Christmas
cactus” name for different reasons and they are both great “Christmas” and year round cactus to
have in your collection.

References: Wikipedia and The Cactus Family
by Edward F Anderson
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WHAT IS BLOOMING?

This Ferocactus
was blooming in
October in our
greenhouse.
We are not sure
of the species
as it grew from
seed (on its
own, we did not
plant the seed).
This plant is at
least 10 years
old.

Photos by
Mike Douglas

This Astrophytum
ornatum is a nice
example of the
many types of
cactus and
succulents that
have been
blooming in our 2
greenhouses
since October.

12

THE OFFSET

December issue 2011

WHAT IS BLOOMING?

In mid-November Stenocereus
beneckei flowered in one of our
greenhouses for the first time
during the ten or more years we
have had this plant. Only since we
built our greenhouse beds with
deep soil did this cactus begin to
grow and finally it bloomed. The
flowers are nocturnal and stay
open only one night, but with
many buds they flower for many
days and the buds take months to
develop before flowering.
This plant grows 6-10 feet tall in
its native habitat in the Mexican
states of Guerrero and Puebla. It
is not winter hardy!
Be careful when watering this plant to avoid getting water on the stems. This can spoil the nice
bluish powdery coat on the stems – though it comes back in a few months.
We saw this cactus in Mexico years ago but did not remember so bluish a coat on the stems (rain
probably washes it off).
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WHAT IS BLOOMING?

Upper left – a
close-up photo of
the flower of a
Conophytum sp.
just before opening.
It took about one
hour for the flowers
to fully open
(below) and it
happened in mid to
late afternoon.
Photo taken in
November in our
greenhouse by
Mike Douglas.
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THE CULTIVATION CORNER
Top Ten Styling Tips for Collectors

By Fred Hill

(If you are one of those that collect something other than succulents, replace the word “pad” with the
word “branch” and jump on in there.)
1.

Give it a trim: Your Opuntias and other hardy cacti may suffer damage as they shrink from winter
water loss. Larger varieties tend to droop and shred at their joints; smaller ones recover better with
smaller strings of pads, you can also more easily prune out damaged or dead pads at this time. Prune
pad-type plants back to 2 to 3 pads maximum length. If you choose, you can pick the healthiest of
these pads for propagation.

2.

Top it off: If you use top dressing on your hardy beds, fill in any voids or thin spots to reduce
erosion, strengthen the anchor points of your plants, and improve the barrier to invasive weeds and
nuisance “droppings” of the smaller cholla-type plants.

3.

Step back and give it a look-over: Judge the performance of your garden layouts; did the overall
shape, elevation, concentration and mix of plants, and their surroundings, live up to
expectations? Maybe a little off the side or a few more highlights would give you the flair it needs.

4.

Do the clothes make the look? Empty all pots of plants that didn’t make it. These pots are now
available for dressing up any new or maturing plants. Do you recycle used cactus soil mix or discard
all? I tend to recycle used mix from disease free plants, pouring off the top dressing for the gravel
component in the next batch, removing vegetative matter from the remainder. This is blended with new
mix at something less than 50/50.

5.

Maybe a little bleach job? Clean and sterilize used pots with a 1 to 10 bleach and water solution
to keep problems from popping up with new residents.

6.

Get “In the Know”: Use those long winter nights to seek out new specimens, new ways to present
plants; perhaps, go against the grain, study training your specimen in a new direction.

7.

How about a new ensemble? Mentally sift through your smaller specimens; plan new dish gardens
or rework your existing dishes. Take time to pull plants together in different arrangements,
document the arrangement that best fits the dish, sizes, and elevations of a good dish
garden. Photograph the layout if you are unable to assemble the dish before spring.

8.

Part it on the side? How would paring the plant back or shearing sections off improve your
specimen? Eliminate standard growth from your monstrose or crestate specimens, with cuttings to be
discarded or potted up after curing a while.

9.

Take care of those split ends: Keep close watch on your plants throughout the winter, prepare to
take care of, at the proper time, any damage from wind, ice or other calamities.

10.

Plan to work on that tan: As winter wanes, plan exposure to sun for plants wintered
over in low light areas. Stage plants in locations with incrementally more sun
exposure. Nothing is as unsightly as those brown spots caused by too much sun, too
soon. This process may take up to 3 weeks.
15
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FROM THE MEMBERS
**Joyce Hochtritt send me this article about building a backyard greenhouse.

Backyard Greenhouse
Home gardening and landscaping are enjoyable hobbies for many people. If you are among them,
you might benefit from a small backyard greenhouse. A greenhouse can be built easily and
inexpensively in several hours using simple hand tools and materials available at most building
supply stores. This publication presents plans and instructions for an easily constructed greenhouse
that costs about $100 and may be used for many purposes. Measuring 12 feet by 14 feet (168
square feet), it is small enough to be unobtrusive but large enough to meets the needs of the serious
grower. The completed structure is shown in Figure 1.

Selecting a Site
Choose a level, well-drained plot for the greenhouse. If it will be used primarily for plant propagation
in the summer, place it in partial shade to minimize heat buildup. A good location is the north side of
a large deciduous tree. If a partially shaded site is not available, you can use a shade cloth or a
white plastic cover to control the amount of sunlight reaching the interior.
If the greenhouse will be used for starting transplants or growing plants to maturity, it will need
maximum exposure to the sun. It should also be located where air drainage is good; avoid low areas
surrounded by woods or buildings. Easy access to running water and electricity is also important.

Figure 1. A backyard greenhouse
constructed from inexpensive materials.

Figure 2. Bows of PVC pipe are used to hold up
the plastic film covering.
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Constructing the Greenhouse
The greenhouse consists of a wooden frame to which are attached bows of polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
pipe. The bows hold up the clear plastic film covering, as shown in Figures 1 through 3.
All lumber for construction should be treated for ground contact with an environmentally safe
preservative such as CCA. Avoid wood preserved with chemicals such as pentachlorophenol or
creosote. Lumber treated for ground contact has a higher concentration of preservative and
therefore will last much longer than untreated or lightly treated wood. Except for the covering, the
structure should last 10 to 12 years.
Unless the site is very flat, you will need to level the foundation boards. This is best done by digging
a trench on the high side instead of raising the low side, as the foundation boards should contact
the ground at all points to ensure a good seal. To keep rainwater out, however, the top of the
foundation board should not be below ground level, particularly around the door. the purpose of the
4-inch-by-4-inch post at each corner (Figure 4) is to anchor the greenhouse and prevent it from
moving in high winds.
The PVC pipe bows are attached to the side boards of the foundation with electric metallic tubing
(EMT) clamps (Figure 4). It is best to attach the clamps loosely to the side boards with wood screws
before you secure the side boards to the end boards and corner blocks. They may be tightened
after the PVC pipe has been slipped into place.
PVC pipe may be purchased in 12- or 20-foot lengths in either schedule 40 or schedule 80 weights.
Schedule 80 PVC pipe has a thicker wall and is stronger than schedule 40 pipe. It is therefore
recommended for greenhouse construction. The 12-foot width of the greenhouse was chosen so
that each half of the rib section of pipe is 10 feet long. PVC pipe may be easily cut with a hand say,
although a neater cut can be made with a pipe-cutting tool specially designed for that purpose. Care
must be taken during assembly because the cement used to fasten PVC is fast-acting and
permanent. It should not be used when the temperature is below 50 degree Farenheight. Check the
directions on the can.
It is best to lay all parts out on a flat surface for assembly. For the ribs to be 2 feet apart, the mid-rib
pipe must be cut into pieces about 22 1/2 inches long (Figures 3 and 5). After all joints have been
cemented and allowed to harden for a few minutes, position the entire assembly over the foundation
boards, bend the ribs, and secure them in place with the EMT clamps. Assembly is best done by
two or more people to prevent over stressing the cemented joints. Ten feet of galvanized EMT
positioned inside the mid-rib will give added strength to the structure.
Figure 3. Construction Details (See also Bill of Materials )
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Figure 4. Foundation side and end boards
are attached to 4-by-4 posts to anchor the
structure. Note the EMT clamps on the
sideboards hold the PVC pipe ribs.

After all the PVC ribs have been
secured, the end frames and door may
be constructed. Although there is a
door on only one end, both frames are
essentially the same. The two
diagonals on each end give strength to
the structure and make it easy to secure the cover. The top of the end frame may be fastened to
the end ribs with either a wood screw of a small metal strip bent into a U shape. If wood screws
are used, the PVC pipe must be predrilled to prevent splitting.
Select the type of cover material according the intended use of the greenhouse. Clear 4- or 6-mil
plastic greenhouse film is generally best if the house will be used exclusively for propagating or
overwintering plants, consider using 4- or 6-mil milky or white copolymer film. White copolymer
film reduces the amount of heat and light within the house and therefore limits the fluctuations in
these factors, keeping conditions more nearly constant during propagation or over the winter.
However, shading clear plastic with a 30 to 50 percent polypropylene shade cloth or greenhouse
whitewash available from horticultural supply companies will produce nearly the same effect.
The cover may be attached with small tacks, but staples are much faster and are more secure.
Allow the cover to extend several inches past the bottom of the foundation boards and cover the
extra material with packed soil to prevent the entrance of moles and rainwater. An inch of coarse
sand or fine gravel on the floor will reduce

Operating the green house

Figure 5. The mid-rib pipe is cut into sections
about 22 1/2 inches long and rejoined with PVC
crosses to which the ribs are attached. Ten feet of
EMT is placed inside the mid-rib for strength.

It is essential that the house be as tight as
possible so that it retain both heat and
humidity. Problems with overheating can
usually be solved by simply opening the
door. Supplemental heat can be provided if
needed during very cold weather or at night
by one or more heat lamps or a small electric
heater. Any electrical devices used in the
damp environment of a greenhouse should
be connected only to a circuit equipped with
an approved ground fault current interrupter
(GFCI) outlet or circuit breaker. Other source
of heat can be used, but even very small gas
or oil heaters will usually overheat a
greenhouse this small and may not burn well
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Operating the green house
If not properly ventilated. The greenhouse will satisfactorily support up to 4 inches of dry snow. If
the snow is deeper or unusually wet, one or more temporary supports should be provided along
the mid-rib to prevent collapse. If a larger greenhouse is required, the length may be increased. Do
not increase the width of the house without increasing the size of the ribs. Doing so will seriously
reduce the ability of the house to withstand snow and wind loads.

Uses
A small greenhouse can be quite useful throughout the year for many different purposes. In the
early spring, it can be used germinated and grow bedding and vegetable plants earlier that would
otherwise be possible. In the summer it can be used either with or with out a mist system of
humidifier as a propagation house to root cutting. It can be used in the fall to start winter vegetable
plants. During the winter, it can protect patio plants and other hardy but containerized woody
plants.

Bill of Materials
16 ¾” PCX pipe, schedule 80, 10 feet long
6 3/4" PVC crosses, schedule 80
2 ¾ PVC tees, schedule 80
32 ¾” galvanized electrical metallic tubing (EMT) straps
2 2"x6"x14' treated No. 2 pine boards
2 2"x6"x12' treated No. 2 pine boards
4 2"x4"x7' treated No. 2 pine boards
4 2"x6"x6' treated No. 2 pine boards
4 4"x4"x2' treated No. 2 pine boards
2 2"x4"x3' treated No. 2 pine boards
2 1"x4"x12' treated No. 2 pine boards (to be cut up for door parts)
1 Set of door hinges
1 Sheet of plastic, 24'x20', 4 mil
1 Can of PVC cleaner
1 Can of PVC cement
1 1/2"x10' galvanized electrical metallic tubing (EMT)
* Miscellaneous nails, screws and staples
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THE BOTANICAL CORNER
By Rosario Douglas

BOTANICAL TERMS
Bristle

Stiffened hair

Caducous

Falling off early

Calcareous

Of or containing
lime or chalk

Callus

The protective
tissue formed
over a wound, for
example, at the
base of cuttings.

Examples of cephaliums.
The Genus Discocactus on
the left and Melocactus at the
bottom.

Campanulate Bell-shaped
Caudex The swollen waterstorage tissue, usually
composed of both root
and stem, of a
succulent woody plant.
Caudiciform Possessing a
caudex
Caespitose,Cespitos Clumpforming growth
characteristic
Central spines Arising from the
center of the
areole.
Cephalium A woolly swelling at
the top or side of
certain cactus in
which flower buds
are formed. The
cephalium may
be brightly colored
as in Melocacti.

From Cactacea with illustrated keys of all tribes,sub-tribes
and genera by W. Taylor and Thor Methven Bock.
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FUTURE EVENTS AND LOCAL HAPPENINGS
By Joyce Hochtritt
2011 Cactus and Succulent Happenings in the Region
December 15, 2011, 7:00 pm, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s Christmas Party at the
home of Joyce and Jim Hochtritt, 600 N. Pine Ave., Midwest City, OK.
2012 Cactus and Succulent Happenings in the Region
January 19, 2012, COCSS Board Meeting, Time 7:00 pm, Place Will Rogers Garden Center
February 16, 2012, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s monthly program and business
meeting 7:30 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.
Program:
Refreshments:
March 15, 2012, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s monthly program and business meeting
7:30 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.
Program:
Refreshments:
March 31 – April 1, 2012, Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society’s Annual Show and Sale, Denver Botanic
Gardens, Denver, CO.
April 14 – 15, 2012, Austin Cactus and Succulent Society’s Spring Show and Sale, Zilker Botanical Gardens,
Austin, TX.
April, 19, 2012, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s monthly program and business meeting
7:30 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.
Program:
Refreshments:
April 21 – 22, 2012, Cactus and Succulent Society of Tulsa’s Spring Show and Sale, Tulsa Garden Center,
Tulsa, OK.
April 26 – 27- 28, 2012, San Antonio Cactus and Xerophyte Society's Annual Show and Sale, San Antonio
Garden Center, San Antonio, TX.
May 17, 2012, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s monthly program and business meeting
7:30 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.
Program:
Refreshments:
June 16 – 17, 2012, Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s
Annual Show and Sale, 3400 NW36th St., Oklahoma City, OK.
http://www.cactus-mall.com/clubs/cocss.html
June 21 to 24, 2012, The 14th Biennial Mid-States Cactus and Succulent Conference Hosted by the Kansas
City Cactus and Succulent Society at The Hilton Garden Inn, Independence, MO.
http://www.midstatesconference.org/
July 7 – 10, 2012, Henry Shaw Cactus Club’s Annual Show and Sale, Missouri Botanical Gardens, St. Louis,
MO.
September 1 – 2, 2012, Austin Cactus and Succulent Society’s Fall Show & Sale, Zilker Botanical Gardens,
Austin, TX.
September 22 23, 2012, Cactus and Succulent Society’s Fall Show and Sale, Tulsa Garden Center, Tulsa,
OK.
If you know of any plant happenings, please send me the information.
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