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Echinocereus reichenbachii subsp baileyi
in the Wichita Mountains NWR, Oklahoma.
Mount Scott in the background. Photo by
Michael Douglas
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Dear members:
August has finally come with all the heat we have come to expect during our
Oklahoma summers. As many of you know this is a time for trying to keep your
plants cool and well watered. Yet in another month or so we will be starting to think about that
time of year when we have to get busy bringing the plants in or winterizing the greenhouses.
Hopefully there won’t be too many plant looses due to the summer heat.
Last month we had a good turnout for the club’s “Build your own dish garden workshop” – see
photos in this newsletter. This month we are making some changes to the program. Our
President, Niki Furrh is dealing with some health issues at the moment, which makes it difficult for
her and Tony to dedicate much time to their garden and succulents. For this reason we will be
having our regular meeting at the Will Roger Gardens. This month we will hear Part Two of the trip
to Madagascar by Mike and I last year. Our annual picnic will be as planned at Joyce’s house on
September 15. More details will be posted in the September newsletter.
Remember to check the club’s Facebook page and share information about events/talks with
interested friends.
https://www.facebook.com/Central-Oklahoma-Cactus-Succulent-Society-548561558626999/
Hope to see you at the August meeting.
Rosario Douglas
Vice-President
! --------------------------------------------------------

Here is an interesting blog about
growing succulents.
http://needlesandleaves.net/blog/
2013/8/19/tips-for-growing-healthysucculents
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August 18th PROGRAM
Part II - Madagascar: a natural history perspective
with an emphasis on the succulent plants
Time:

7:00 pm

Place:

Will Rogers Garden
Center, OKC

Speakers:
Douglas

Rosario and Michael

Madagascar is well known for its biological diversity. A combination
of its geology, climate and isolation from Africa over the eons have
produced unique plants and animals found nowhere else. This talk
explores Madagascar’s natural history with a focus on its succulent
flora. We also note the human impacts and current conservation
issues facing this unique island.
Pachypodium rosulatum var. gracilis

Adansonia grandidieri
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Our “Build your own dish garden workshop” this past July 21st was well attended. Here are
some pictures of the event.

Thanks to Gayle and Peggy Anglin for
letting us use their phones to take these
pictures.
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2016 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE
REGION by Joyce Hochtritt

August 18 Central Oklahoma Cactus&Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7 pm.
At the Will Rogers Garden Center. Open to the public/free admission.
Program: Madagascar: a natural history perspective with an emphasis on the
succulent plants. By Michael and Rosario Douglas
Refreshments:

Rosario Douglas

September 15 Annual Picnic and Member Greenhouse Tour & Sales Joyce
737-1831
Will set up in the garage - bring a plant or two needing to be repotted perhaps from
the Show & Sale? Sales available in greenhouse, Mexican buffet!
!

--------------------------------------------------------
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Announcing a new website:
THE NATURALIST’S TRAVEL PAGE
at:
https://thetravelingnaturalist.org
This is a new website created by Mike
and Rosario Douglas. In it you will find,
among other things, travel logs,
photography information and talks we
have prepared and given over the years.
Most of the talks have an emphasis on
cacti and succulents and we encourage
other CSSA chapters and indeed
succulent societies in any country to
freely used them and share them at
their meetings if they wish to do so.
This is a work in progress and we plan to
add more travel logs and more talks in
the future.
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Article of the month

Here is an interesting article featuring studies being conducted with
plants in the genus Euphorbia and Aloe. These studies could lead to
discoveries of other succulent plants in these genera that may have
medicinal value. You can read the article at:
http://www.kew.org/discover/blogs/kew-science/medicinalproperties-succulent-plants
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SUCCULENT PLANTS by Rosario Douglas

The genus Quaqua
The name for this genus is derived from a
Khoi word Qua-qua. The Khoi were the first
inhabitants of the Cape area in South Africa.
The genus Quaqua is in the Apocynaceae
family and it is part of the Stapeliad group, an
old world group of stem succulent plants
endemic to southwestern Africa. Plants of
this genus are common throughout
Namaqualand in South Africa.
Quaqua species often have firm 4-5 sided
stems and have conical tubercles along the
stem. Quaqua plants have many
inflorescenses – these emerge from the
individual stems. The flowers are small
(between 7-15 mm in diameter).

a
b

The genus has about 19 species and one of
the better-know is Quaqua mamilaris.

Illustrations:
a. Quaqua racemosa (Masson)
Bryuns (as Stapelia racemosa
Masson). Masson, F., Stapeliae
novae [coloured edition], t. 32
(1797) [F. Masson]. Illustration
from the Missouri Botanical
Gardens.
b. Quaqua mamilaris photographed
at Lankverwatch Farm near
Vanrrhynsdrop, Western Cape,
South Africa. Photo by Mike
Douglas.
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Quaqua mamilaris is an important medicinal plant
for the Khoi-Khoi people of southern Africa, they
have been using this plant for centuries. The
stems are eaten raw after removing the thorns,
thus providing an important source of food and
liquids. (From Quaqua mammilaris at:
http://pza.sanbi.org/quaqua-mammilaris).

c

You can read more about Stapelia cultivation at:
http://worldofsucculents.com/how-to-grow-andcare-for-stapeliads/
For an interesting collage of Stapelia flowers you
can go to:
http://www.cactus-mall.com/stapeliad/picturef.html

e
d

References: Sanbi Biodiversity for life, South African
National Biodiversity Institute. Wikipedia, and
World of Succulents at:
http://worldofsucculents.com/quaqua-mammillarisaroena/

c. Quaqua pillansii (by S. Molteno, 2015, Rooinek Western Cape South Africa) Wikipedia
Commons), d. Quaqua incarnata (from ISPOT nature.org), e. Quaqua mamilaris flowers.
Photo taken from World of Succulents at:
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THE BOTANICAL CORNER

a

by Rosario Douglas

dendroid

Tree-like in form or branching

denmoza

A genus of cacti from the
Mendoza province in
Argentina. The name is an
anagram of Mendoza.

densispinus
dentate

Densely spined
Toothed

b

deserti

Of the desert.

deserticola

A dweller in the desert.

di

A Greek prefix meaning “two”

diacanthus

With two spines

Illustrations:
a. Denmoza rhodacantha photo by Stan Shebs, Wikipedia Commons. b. Dentate leaf from Your
Dictionary at: http://www.yourdictionary.com/dentate
Terms from a book by W. Taylor Marshall and R.S. Woods. The book is titled, Glossary of
succulent plant terms, published in 1938., Wikipedia. Also terms from CactiGuide.com
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