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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
  

We are sliding into August now and I for one am looking forward to warm fall days  
(NOT in the 90's!) and cool evenings to enjoy before the time change brings on those long 
winter evenings.  I have several things to discuss, so grab a cup of coffee, soda & get comfortable & keep 
reading........ 
  
The summer for the club has been a somewhat lazy one in my opinion.  We did have our Annual Show 
and Sale in June and despite having one less vendor this year, we broke record sales.   A more casual 
atmosphere over all with less side events, e.g. only a couple of potting demonstrations but no Silent 
Auction, visual educational information and a more casual lunch, seemed to put a more relaxed tone on the 
event with more time to visit.  This seemed to be something many of us needed after a rather tiring winter.  
The Garden Tour the following weekend was a 'solo' event by Fred Hill since three others had to say 'no' to 
the tour this year. There was a little disappointment that not one member of the club went to Fred's to see 
his new gardens and the many hours of work he and family members put into it.  I think this oversight by all 
of us, regardless of the reasons we didn't make it, reflects the general malaise many of us have been 
experiencing for months and we apologize to Fred for appearing uncaring and disinterested -- that is 
certainly not the case. 
  
The Dish Garden Workshop in July was a huge success and although we had a few less people than 2 
years ago, the actual number of participants was great and allowed plenty of room to work in. Members on 
hand helped give the attention needed to those who needed & wanted it.  Joyce Hochtritt deserves a big 
'thank you' for all her efforts with this and many thanks to those members who helped her bag up some soil 
and gravel for the program beforehand. 
  
We are hoping to get Rod Mosel firmed down for our August program.  It is possible that he won't have a 
particular title for the talk, but with his general knowledge of various items Rod does a lot of 'off the cuff' 
programs which are usually quite good.  Come & enjoy the program --- I can assure you that you will 'learn' 
something of interest and enjoy his talk. 
  
The Annual Picnic is September 18th at the Furrh house.  We built a new pergola this past spring, 
extending the patio so hopefully we can accommodate everyone with a chair, many at a table, & turn on 
some fans if need be.  We will do chicken, sausages, hamburger patties & will provide drinks.  Sides such 
as salads, beans, veggie plate, desert etc. will go with anything so just plan on bringing what works best for 
you.  We'll go into further details in the next newsletter.   If interested, we can play a version of American 
Pickers. If you want to participate either purchasing some little item or look thru your garden/house items 
and you might find something to 'regift' or 'repurpose'.  (Will not need to be wrapped unless you want to 
keep it covered until the trading begins.)  We can draw numbers to see who goes first and get started; each 
player can look around and see if someone wants to 'trade' their item for the one they brought.  There would 
be no limit on the number of times an item is moved from one player to the next as long as a 'trade' is made.  
If you see an item you really want, bringing a little something 'extra' to add to an item & holding it back until 
needed for the incentive for the other person to 'trade', adds to the fun.  We could even have a special door 
prize for the person who does the most inventive trading!  We will have an overall time limit to encourage 
more speedy trading!   I can go over this again in the September newsletter before the picnic. 
 
October 16th brings Melinda MacMillan, Horticulture and Gardens Division Manager for the Garden 
Center, for a program on Planning For the Next Millennium.  Look for details in future newsletter. 
  
On November 20th we hope to have author and co-owner of Bustani Plant Farm in Stillwater, Steve Owens 
at the Garden Center.  More details will follow regarding his program topic.   Start asking some friends and 
family now to put this on their calendar and join us!    
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This program will be open to the public, however, advertising will be minimal. 
 
Fred Hill has graciously offered to have the Christmas Party this year.  With membership growing and 
perhaps a larger crowd than we have had in previous years, it is possible that we will need to move the 
Party to a commercial place, perhaps a little more centrally located for most members.  Officers will discuss 
this is more detail and talk with Fred and confirmed details will follow no later than the October newsletter.  
  
October is election of officers for the COCSS.  I have been advised that Rosario Douglas is willing to do 
another term as Vice-President and Editor and I personally recommend that we accept her generous offer. 
Peggy Anglin has indicated for two years now that she is weary of the Treasurer position (after 20 years?) 
and would like to pass it on to someone else - preferably someone who has an interest in this position.  
Peggy will work with them as needed and as long as needed and I am sure she would be a right-hand at the 
Show & Sale to help someone with those accounting duties.  She has expressed an interest in doing the 
Secretarial position so if this occurs, she would definitely be available to help any new Treasurer.  The 
Secretarial position has been open for a year now, being covered by the other officers and a member of the 
club when needed.  This position needs to be filled to take excess work off the other officers.  With most 
members having been involved in this position to some degree, there would be ample help for anyone who 
might think they could try to tackle this. (And Secretary DOES NOT mean 'female' 
  
On a personal note, I have had a year of ups and downs and have only been able to continue as President 
with the help of Rosario, Joyce and Peggy.  Although I try to remain hopeful, I can not say with certainty that 
my personal issues are coming to a close anytime soon.  My 'health' is staying fairly good although some 
days are more of a problem than others.  I am giving up most other activities (good bye Puggerfest!) and 
beginning to focus most of my time and energy on family and hobbies I enjoy doing.  As most know, Tony 
has health issues of his own and when he is 'down' he requires a little more help physically plus his mother 
is requiring a good deal of his time and energy with her deteriorating health.   I am willing to try one more 
year of the Presidency (if my co-officers agree!) since at the moment I have no idea who in the club might 
be interested in taking this position over.  As a light at the end of the tunnel, we do have a member I am 
going to talk with and see if this person might be interested in working with the officers this year and then 
perhaps building confidence to take over the Presidency in 2015.   Please email me (or call me) if you have 
any comments, questions, suggestions about any of the officer positions.   Don't be shy - if you think you 
are ready to work with your club closer and perhaps 'make a difference' or just 'bring new blood'! - don't 
hesitate to talk with me. 
  
One last item to mention is the 2015 Show & Sale date, May 16th & 17th, 2015.  There have been many 
changes at the WRGC this past year and management is trying to accommodate users of the facility but still 
work towards making it more profitable.  For this reason, charges have been increased and we will feel this 
increase for the 2015 Show & Sale.  Meeting room fees have been paid in advance as well as the Show 
weekend.  Although programs for the year have not been scheduled yet and we are not sure which months 
we will be at the Center, I am assured that with 2 weeks' notice, we can cancel a room with a one time $20 
non-refundable deposit charged.  One change, however, is that we will be charged for the entire weekend 
for the hall during the Show.   Before we paid for the time actually used, but now we must cover the hours of 
8:00am to 11:00pm for Saturday and 8:00am - 5:00pm Sunday - their reasoning being that they can't 
schedule anything else in the hall because of our plants during those two days.  There is no charge for the 
prep room (kitchen). 
  
We will be able to schedule our 2016 Show dates in approximately February, 2015 - 14 months ahead of 
time is the new time limit.   
  
See you on August 21st. 
Niki Furrh  President 
 



4 

August 2014 issue 
	  	  

THE OFFSET 
	  	  

REFRESHMENTS  The club is in need of members to help with refreshments for the rest of the 
year.  We need: 
  
August -   Refreshments - Club is willing to reimburse up to $20 for expenses for this 
  
September -   Picnic at the Furrhs 
  
October -   Refreshments - Club is willing to reimburse up to $20 for expenses for this 
  
November -   Club will purchase & supply refreshments for Steve Owens program 
  
December -   Christmas Party 

That was in someone's comment about mealy Bugs in succulents.  I don't know if I can get back 
there, and I don't even know if it's good information.  I sent it to Joyce and she said she found out 
the hard way.  I sent it to her because I remembered her saying she submerges her plants in a 
solution of Malathion.  I'm still using the spray bottle of alcohol mostly.  Friends of mine like Dawn 
Dishwashing liquid.  I don't use Malathion, not for any reason, I just don't.  The rubbing alcohol 
70%, I formed that habit after watching my orchid buddy.  It's second nature to him to grab that 
bottle and it's like it's part of his arm.  He probably has several thousand orchids.  I haven't seen 
him in so long, I guess he still does. 
Jean Hart 

! -------------------------------------------------------- 

              FROM THE MEMBERS    	  
	  	  

Member Jean Heart sent me this information about crassulas.  Below is her response to my 
question about where had she read about this problem of using Malathion on Crassulas.  The third 
paragraph shows some information I found online on the Jade plant page. 

Crassulas can be treated with most systemic insecticides, but do not use Malathion or other 
pyrethrin-based sprays. Avoid spraying Crassulaceae with powdery blooms on the leaves, which 
would be marked. It is best to take a house-plant outside to spray it and the skin should be 
protected with gloves, face mask etc. Watering with a systemic insecticide based on imidacloprid 
should keep your plant pest-free for months and avoid the problems of spraying. I have  
never seen a Crassula show a bad reaction to Imidacloprid.  From: The Jade Plant page at 
http://succulent-plant.com/families/crassulaceae/moneyplant.html 
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Our July build your own dish garden workshop 

Our July 17 workshop was very successful.  
We had a good show of members at had to 
help with questions from the participants.  
Joyce Hochtriit provided all the materials 
including plants and she also gave instructions 
about how to build a dish garden.  We had 
about  20 participants all of whom went home 
very happy with their newly created cactus and 
succulent dish gardens.  

Upper left: From left to right, Peggy 
Angin, Niki Furhh, Rosario 
Douglas, Robert Millison and on 
the bench Joyce Hochtritt.  
Middle left: Participants and seating 
in the front member Fred Hill, 
Lower left: participants, On the 
right: Joyce Hochtritt. 
 
Photos by Mike Douglas 
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Participants busy building their dish 
gardens.  The little girl in red is 7 year 
old Emily Massey, our youngest 
participant. 
 
Some of the final products are also 
shown here. 
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CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE REGION 

  

 
 
August 9 - 10 - Kansas City Cactus and Succulent Society's Annual Show and Sale, Loose Park 
Garden Center, Kansas City, MO. 
 
August 30 - 31 - Austin CSS Fall Show & Sale, Zilker Botanical Gardens, Austin, TX.  
 
August 21st   Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7:00 pm 
at the Will Rogers Garden Center.  
 
Program:  By Rodd Moesel President of American Plant Products and Services Inc.          
Refreshments: 
 
September 18th  -   Annual picnic at Niki and Tony Furrh’s house 
 
October 16th -  Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7:00 pm 
at the Will Rogers Garden Center.     
                                                                                                                                                                 
Program:    Will Rogers Gardens - Planning for the next Millennium by Melinda             
MacMillan 
Refreshments: 
 
November 20th   Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly  meeting at 7:00 
pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.  
Program:    By Steve Owens, co-owner of Bustani Plant Farm in Stillwater.   

  Title to be announced 
Refreshments: 
 
December 11th -    Christmas party     
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COCSS Program 
 

August 21st 
 
 

        This month our club welcomes Rodd Moessel  as our   
                         monthly speaker.   Rodd has been involved in the Agriculture 
         and horticultural industry for a long time.  He is the president 
         and co- owner of American Plant Products and Services in 
         Oklahoma City.  American Plant Products  is a 35 year old 
         wholesale company that sells greenhouse structures, 

equipment, and supplies, as well as nursery, garden center , and landscaper 
supplies. This company has also built greenhouses for customers such as: 
Universities and federal facilities across the US. 
 
Earlier this year Rodd was awarded the Governor’s Outstanding Achievement 
Award in Agriculture.  In 2013 Rodd was named Green Industry Professional of 
the Year by the Oklahoma Nursery and Landscape Association. Known as a good 
speaker Rodd has given many talks at different organizations and clubs.  
  
Come join us for what promises to be an informative and entertaining talk by Rodd 
Moesel. 
 
Here is a link to Rodd’s seeds of wisdom  horticultural tips and tricks blog:   
http://roddmoesel.com 
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A visit to Fred Hill’s garden  by Rosario Douglas 

. 

Above:  a very good idea that makes 
good use of extra space on the fence.  
On the right photos of the pond 

This month we visited long time club member Fred Hill’s garden.  Fred’s house  and gardens 
were severely damaged during the 2013 tornado outbreak in Moore-Oklahoma.  In spite of 
health issues and the trauma associated with the tornado experience Fred,  with the help of 
family and friends, fixed his house and redesigned his badly damaged garden.  With help from 
club members and his brother Fred managed to accomplish quite a bit in one year since the 
tornadoes stroke.  His pond has been rebuilt and a variety of garden beds and plant areas 
including an Opuntia bed are now part of the garden.  The work is not finished, but so far a lot 
has been accomplished.  Here are some pictures of the garden 
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I have loved the designs in my garden, but 
have had to change many of them this last 
year. Shela and the rest of my family 
constantly told me it was too full, too 
crowded, all-in-all too much to take care of 
by myself.  My family had been much help 
in building all the features. 
 
   After the tornados destroyed our back 
yard, two miracles seem to come our way: 
we survived the storms; and God led us to 
look at the damage as a new start.  
Volunteers by the dozens poured in to do 
everything they could to deconstruct and to 
clear away debris.  Since I had become 
totally disabled two years before, it was 
taking five times as long as it did when I 
was not handicapped. Several people 
helped as heavy tasks came along. 
 

Upper left: Fred Hill.  Below two photos of the 
garden. 

After long hours of planning, it was decided 
that new projects would be built with 
handicapped labor and, when completed, 
would be maintained by a handicapped 
person.  The structures are now complete 
and are growing accustomed to their new 
planting schemes.  The final result is larger 
green spaces (just needing grass starts), 
with an explosion of trellises throughout 
the gardens.  Clear pathways and a larger 
lawn area ease the burdens of 
maintenance. 
 
Though I still am not able to mow the 
lawns, volunteers have done a great job on 
that task.  Our back yard is even more a 
teaching garden than it was pre-tornados.   
A Great Thank You to all who helped and 
who persuaded me to simplify, simplify, 
simplify.          
 
Freddy Hill 
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Although the garden area 
is not huge, Fred has 
managed to incorporate 
many different areas 
where different types of 
plants are concentrated. 
 
Vegetables, wildflowers, 
pot holders,  an Opuntia 
bed, a non-winter hardy 
cactus area, a compost 
area and a variety  of 
raised beds are all 
present in this nice 
garden.   
 
Photos by Mike Douglas 


