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Echinocereus reichenbachii subsp baileyi
in the Wichita Mountains NWR, Oklahoma.
Mount Scott in the background. Photo by
Michael Douglas
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CLUB NEWS
Spring is in full swing and by now most of you probably have some of your plants
outside or have stopped heating your greenhouses. This year the rains have been
good in many parts of the state including the southwest. The flower display promises to be a
good one this year in the Wichita Mountains, so if you have a chance take a trip and visit with the
bison, prairie dogs and perhaps the Echinocereus reichenbachii subsp baileyi will be flowering.
During May’s meeting the officers will cover the many aspects that need to be taken care of in
order to have a successful Show&Sale, which will take place in June 18 and 18 at the Will Rogers
Garden Center. You can also bring plants that need identification or bring photos.
Wish our president, Niki Furrh a speedy a full recovery from her recent leg injury. As you all know,
Niki has been instrumental in helping plan and also taking care of many details related to our
Show&Sale throughout her years as president. Get well soon Niki.
We encourage all members to bring at least one plant and perhaps more if you have others. The
public often enjoys looking at all the plants members bring for the Show. Remember they are all
“special plants” even if they don’t win first place.
Log time member Carol Eyster has left Oklahoma and has now returned to Ohio. We will miss
you Carol.
Remember to let me or Mike know if you have any items you want to donate for the hourly raffle.
See you in June.
Rosario Douglas
Vice-president
! --------------------------------------------------------

May 19 Meeting

"More Prep For Show & Sale & Discussion of Duties”
Raffle / Show & Tell / Educational Displays / Filling out Entry Slips for Judged Show / Schedule
Floor Manager to
Review for S&S /Chairpersons to Review: Food / Registration / Raffle /
Review Schedule, set-up & clean up. Review of 15th Biennial Mid-States Cactus & Succulent
Conference in Denver. Joyce will be at the meeting and can be of help if you need to ID show
plants. You can bring photos of the plants or bring the plant to the meeting. Bring your copy
of the show schedule, the one distributed at the February meeting.
Refreshments:

Joan Gilbraith
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From the members

Jeanette Hane, a new member from Stillwater, sent me these nice photos of her succulent
plants. She owns Woodland Park Vineyards (see webpage at: http://woodlandparkvineyards.com)
a winery and also has gardens and a greenhouse with succulents for sale. We may try to
4
organize a club visit to Jeannette’s place sometime after the Show&Sale.

THE OFFSET

May 2016 issue

From the members

More pictures from member Jeanette
Hanes’s greenhouse and plants.
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Minutes of the meeting
Meeting called to order about 7:15pm with 11 members and 1 guest present.
Treasurer reported club account balance: $6128.17.
Discussed topics:
Festival in the Park May 21st 9am-3pm: Fred & Peggy Hill have volunteered to man the COCSS
booth; any members who wish to help out are welcome to stop by the booth to give Fred & Peggy
a break (so they can browse the plants/items available for sale).
Name-Tags: We will be staying with current style of name-tags; name-tags available for $8 each
(club will cover half of cost).
Reminded those present to check out the COCSS Facebook pages.
Show/Sale yard signs are now available for members who wish to display one in their yards.
Fred reported that he had gotten permission to place signs at Sam Noble and the Myriad
Gardens.
Fred shared that two plant sales are coming up soon on May 7th. The Master Gardeners are
having a plant sale from 9am-12n at 3737 N. Portland. Also, another plant sale will be happening
the same day from 9am-4pm downtown at the Old Farmer's Market.
Program: Mark Ditmar presented a program on Big Bend National Park with pictures taken
during Mark & Gayle's 2016 spring break trip. Besides pictures from the Big Bend Park, Mark
also showed pictures taken in Alpine and Fort Davis, TX, and from the Chihuahua Desert Center.
Robert Millison, Secretary

!

--------------------------------------------------------
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2016 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE
REGION by Joyce Hochtritt

May 19

Central Oklahoma Cactus&Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7 pm. At the Will
Rogers Garden Center. Open to the public/free admission.

Program:

"More Prep For Show & Sale & Discussion of Duties” RAFFLE / Show
& Tell / Educational Displays / Filling out Entry Slips for Judged Show / Schedule
Review for S&S /Chairpersons to Review: Food / Registration / Raffle /
Floor Manager to Review Schedule, set-up & clean up. Review of 15th Biennial
Mid-States Cactus & Succulent Conference in Denver.

Refreshments:

Joan Gilbraith

June 9 - 10 –12

The 15th Biennial Mid-States Cactus and Succulent Conference,
hosted by the Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society, Denver, CO.

June 18 – 19 Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society’s Annual
Show & Sale, WRGC
July 21

Program:

Central Oklahoma Cactus & Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7 pm.

"Dish Garden Workshop"

August 18

Central Oklahoma Cactus&Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7 pm

Program

Member Greenhouse/Yard Tour
7:00pm Tony & Niki Furrh 722-1718

September 15th -

Annual Picnic and Member Greenhouse Tour & Sales Joyce
737-1831

Will set up in the garage - bring a plant or two needing to be repotted perhaps
from the Show & Sale? Sales available in greenhouse, Mexican buffet!
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This is a nice collage of a variety of cacti species. This work dates from 1892 and the
authors are G. Mütrel (Leipzig) and F.A. Brockhaus (Berlin/Wien). Source: Brockhaus'
Konversations – Lexikon V. 2. Test your identification skills and see the names at:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Various_Cactaceae.jpg
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SUCCULENT PLANTS by Rosario Douglas

The genus Kalanchoe
Kalanchoe is a genus in the Crassulaceae family,
that is found primarily in the Old World (South and
East Africa, Arabia, Madagascar and into South
east Asia). The genus comprised of about 250
species. Of these about 65 species are found in
Madagascar and only one species is found in the
Americas.

a

The genus was named in 1763 by the botanists
Michel Adanson. The name was taken from the
Chinese name Kalanchauhuy.

b

Plants in the genus Kalanchoe exhibit a fair
amount of variation in growth forms. All plants
in this genus are leaf succulents and they can
inhabit dry and moist environments.
Kalanchoes can be succulents, perennial
herbs, shrubs or small trees.

d
c

a. Kalanchoe sp.
b. Kalanchoe daigremontiana

c. Kalachoe blosfeldiana (Wikipedia Commons)
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d. Kalanchoe synsepala
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The genus Kalanchoe

e

Many plants in this genus are cultivated
for ornamental purposes, an example is
the mother of millions, Kalanchoe
draigremontiana. Hybrids with colorful
flowers are also available.
Plants in this genus can be toxic to cattle.
The following is an article about
Kalanchoe cultivation:
http://www.todayshomeowner.com/
how-to-grow-flowering-kalanchoe/

g

f

e Kalanchoe orygalis.
f and g Kalanchoe tomentosa

h

h. The habitat of Kalanchoe tomentosa.
This photo was taken by Mike Douglas
near the city of FianarantsoaMadagascar. We were on a large granite
dome where a variety of succulents were
found.
Sources: Wikipedia, Succulents and
xerophytic plants of Madagascar by Werner
Rauh. First edition, 1995.
All photos, except c were taken by
Mike Douglas in 2015 in Madagascar. 10
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The Botanical Corner by Rosario Douglas

I published this short summary about the Linnaean System of Classification in the October 2011
newsletter. That was the first newsletter I put together for our club. I am reprinting this
information because I think it important for our hobby. Scientific names are everywhere you look,
in book, magazine articles, on the tags of plants you buy or plants you admire at a Show. For our
new members or just as a review for those who already know this material I hope that this
summary will clarify the reasons for this system and how it works.

The Linnaean System of Classification
Species

One of the basic units of biological classification and taxonomic rank. A species is
often defined as a group of organisms capable of interbreeding and producing fertile
offspring.

Genus

Collection of related species that share some features
but are distinct from one another in some other features

Family

All closely related genera

Order

All closely related families

Class

All related orders

Phylum

All related classes

Kingdom

All related phyla; the most inclusive category of all

Have you ever wondered about the names we give our cactus and succulents? Some people
use common names while others refer to them by their scientific name often in Latin. Carolus
Linnaeus, a Swiss 18th century naturalist, created the binomial system of classification. This was
done to minimize the confusion created by the existence of many common names for the same
organism. Each organism can be classified by assigning it a Latin name consisting of two parts
(genus and species). Thus all organisms have a unique name which can be recognized by
everyone regardless of their native language. As an example, in the scientific name
Echinocereus triglochidiatus, the first part is the genus and it is always capitalized. The second
part is the species. There can be many species in one genus as is the case with the genus
Echinocereus. Scientific names are always written in italics.
References: Biology the Unity and Diversity of Life, third edition by Cecie Starr and Ralph
Taggart. 1978. Linnaeus portrait from Wikipedia Creative Commons.
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