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CLUB NEWS 	
  

PRESIDENT'S MESSASGE
Have started this message four times and am still having trouble coming up with
anything interesting or useful to say. I've always thought I accepted 'change'
pretty well but I'm finding that making the effort to do so just doesn't seem worth
it at times. There are so many things that are becoming more clear to me about
my parents as time goes on and the only thing that gives me a little comfort is
knowing that my parents probably felt the same way about their parents as they
faced all the little changes in their lives.
As a club, we have TWO very large changes this spring and they are (1) our
Annual Show and Sale is a month early and (2) the Garden Center is making so
many changes it's hard to keep up with what is going on. I can't stress enough to
everyone that our Show and Sale is a MONTH EARLY this year. After so long
you begin to associate activities with things that need to be done. Such as,
school is almost out for the summer, did I contact the credit card guy about the
dates for the Show and Sale? - or - the days are beginning to heat up quite a bit,
have we gotten the postcards labeled and stamped for mailing? Well, let me say
this ----- when school is out and the days are beginning to heat up quite a bit, the
SHOW AND SALE WILL BE OVER!
The Garden Center has made some very positive changes the last year; adding
more and some new employees, cleaning up the Center and doing some much
needed re-decorating, and organizing a lot of items that used to just lay around
and tried not to be seen. With 'change', however, comes some readjustment in
schedules and we have been privy to a lot of this. Although a lot of talk has been
made about being there 'for the public' and having such a great educational
space for teaching, some minor annoyances with the added stress upon them to
become more self-sufficient have wiggled into play.
This change is something we will just have to let slide by as long as it does not
run into and over us.
Niki Furrh
President
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The speaker for the evening program, Ann Fleener, Education specialist at the Myriad
Gardens presented the program “Adding whimsy to your garden” Ann gave examples of
adding "whimsy" (i.e., things that can bring humor) to our gardens through hardscaping
(shaped/painted surfaces), plant choice (use of plant color, leaf shape, size), use of statue
s/decorative items (old doors/windows, antiques, etc.). She did warn about using too many different things
can actually result in a "trashy" or convoluted appearance.
Meeting called to order @8pm with 15 members present. Treasurer's report: $6778.04 Balance with 23
paid members. “Members Present – Robert Millison, Peggy Holland, Fred Hill, Deb Trimble, Joyce

Hochtritt, Peggy Anglin, Thomas & Joan Galbraith, Tony & Niki Furrh, Mark Dittmar, Gayle Snider,
Matthew Baginski.”
Old Business:
Tony presented a selection of new books/periodicals available & reminded members to be to sign a Library
Form prior to checking out books. Tony told members to be sure to fill out each (name & date out) on the
card inside of the book being checked out & also upon checking the book back in; each check-out is only for
one month; if needed, members may re-check a book for multiple months provided the library card is filled
out for each month. He mentioned the club would charge a $5/month fine for books not returned in a timely
matter. Tony pointed out that some club books are no longer in print and not replaceable.
Woody Minnick will be our guest speaker for the March meeting. A motion to give him $200 for his time was
moved & seconded. (the scheduled book reviews will be postponed for now).
New Business:
Letter/registration received from Marilyn Lahr regarding the Garden Festival In The Park (May 30th). When
Niki asked if anyone was willing to be in charge of the COCSS booth at the Festival, Robert volunteered
with the provision that we are allowed to set up outside (last year, we were stuck inside & had about 75%
fewer people come by the booth compared to the previous year when we were outside). This topic will be
re-visited at a future meeting.
Email received regarding the CSSA Convention June 14-19 in Claremont, CA; brochures were made
available for those interested.
Email received regarding Garden Council Meeting on Feb. 26th at WRGC @ 1pm asking who our
representative might be; Niki indicated she would send regrets.
WRGC approached COCSS regarding a possible "cactus class" on the same date of the show/sale; Niki
informed them that it was not OK for WRGC to charge for this class. Fred offered to do a lecture if the class
was offered at no charge. WRGC indicated that this might be changed to a Children's Class to be done in
the conservatory. Will re-visit this at future meeting after Niki receives more information/specifics.
Saturday, March 14th, there will be a Gardening School from 9am to 4pm. (no other information provided).
Annual Show/Sale - May 16 & 17: Joyce will send emails with show schedule/attachments. Fred stated he
would not be able to mail out the S/S flyers this year; we need a member to volunteer to mail these out in
March to the different clubs, newsletters, magazines, etc.
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Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm

Robert Millison, Secretary
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FROM THE EDITOR

Rosario Douglas	
  

Dear Members;
We are back after a 42 day trip to Europe and primarily South Africa. This is the reason for not
publishing a February newsletter. During our 32 days in South Africa we covered about 4000
miles in the Northeast, Central, West and Southcentral part of South Africa. During our visit we
were able to stay in farms that offer cottages for rent and we did so in areas that have a good
variety of succulents. This was our 5th visit to South Africa, perhaps one of our favorite places to
visit. It is an amazing country with an immense diversity of habitats, people, cultures, beautiful
landscapes, good food, great crafts, animals and plants including many succulents. Prices are
very good value for your money, infrastructure such as roads are good (only negative is that they
drive on the left side of the road – a minor inconvenience) and the park and reserve system is
probably the best in Africa. Although there are 9 official languages, English is widely spoken
especially by the tourism sector. All in all a good place for the independent traveller as you can find
most of your information for bookings etc. online and you can book online as well. We are already
planning our next trip.
On another note, I am glad to be back in spite of the cold weather because Spring is approaching
with every passing day. Don’t forget that this year our Show and Sale will be earlier than usual
(May 16 and 17). Start getting your plants ready for the Show as soon as you can and we would
also like to encourage all members to get involved and volunteer for the numerous tasks that
have to be done in order to have a successful Show&Sale.
Rosario

Elephants enjoying the water in Kruger National Park, South Africa
and Aloe ferox in the Little Karoo. Photos by Mike Douglas
TIME TO RENEW YOUR DUES
	
  
Don’t forget that it is time to renew you dues. It is $10 for individuals and $15 for families. You
4
can mail the check to Peggy Anglin or you can pay at the next meeting. Let Peggy know if you
have a new email address or a new address.	
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COCSS Program
March 19th

"Shows, Showing and Judging."
by Woody Minnich
Come hear another interesting talk by Woody (see biography
on the next page). This will be a helpful topic for those
interesting in showing their plants at our upcoming Show&Sale.
Refreshments by Fred Hill

Astrophytum caput-medusa
Photos by Woody Minnich

Crassula columnaris
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Brief Biography Wendell S. (Woody) Minnich 2013

Woody, as he is commonly called, has been in the cactus
hobby for some 45 years and has become well known for his
participation in many of the cactus and succulent clubs. He
is an honorary life member of nine clubs as well as a life
member of CSSA (Cactus & Succulent Society of America.)
He has served in almost all positions of leadership from
President, to newsletter editor, to show chairman and so on.
He is also known for his extensive field work studying
primarily the cactus family. He has traveled throughout
Africa, Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Madagascar, Mexico, Namibia, New Zealand, Peru, Socotra,
the United States and Yemen. From these trips and his
nursery experience he has developed an extensive
knowledge of the cactus family as well as many of the other
succulent genera.

Woody is also known for his many presentations. His photography is considered to be special and
his commentary very entertaining and educational. He is a recognized international speaker and
has spoken for plant conventions - organizations all over the USA, as well as in England,
Germany, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina and Mexico. Woody has also authored a number of
articles for various newsletters, the CSSA journal and his photographs are well published. Woody
is the creator-originator of the first color version of the CSSA journal “Cacti and Succulents for the
Amateur” that also featured show plants, shows and the growers of the pictured plants.
He is also known for his cactus and succulent nursery, Cactus Data Plants. CDP was started in
1975 and is still in operation today. Cactus Data Plants specializes in show specimens and rare
cacti and other succulents with particular emphasis in Ariocarpus, Astrophytum, Mammillaria,
Gymnocalycium, Turbinicarpus, Melocactus, Copiapoa, Fouquieria, Pachypodium, Euphorbia,
Cyphostemma, Adenium and Adenia.
Woody and his wife Kathy live in the beautiful mountains south of Santa Fe New Mexico, in a
region called Cedar Grove. He has a small 1,200 sq, ft. greenhouse and a few coldframes where
he grows his unique plants. He is always on the move and travels frequently to do presentations
and shows throughout the western United States. Woody is the proud parent of three children,
Leah, Denver and Sarah, all of whom are now grown and out in the big world. Woody is also the
proud grandparent of three grandsons, Indiana, Ashton and Logan. He is a retired high school
teacher of 32 years where he taught Graphic Arts, Architecture, Art and Health.
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Thanks to member Joyce Hochtritt for sharing this information with all of us.

March 2015 issue
	
  	
  

THE OFFSET

	
  	
  

CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE REGION

March 19

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting
at 7:00 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center. Open to the
public/free admission.

Program:

"Shows, Showing and Judging." by Woody Minnich

Refreshments: Fred Hill
March 28 –29 Denver Cactus and Succulent Society Annual Show & Sale, Denver Botanic
Gardens, Denver, CO.
April 4 – 5

Austin Cactus and Succulent Society’s Spring Show & Sale, Zilker Botanical
Gardens, Austin, TX.

April 11 – 12

New Mexico Cactus and Succulent Society’s Annual Show & Sale,
Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque, New
Mexico

April 16

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7:00 pm at
the Will Rogers Garden Center. Open to the public/free admission.

Program:

Getting ready for the Show&Sale. Laptop instructions &
surfing the net as time permits. PLANT RAFFLE!!

Refreshments: Rosario Douglas
April 23-24-25 San Antonio Cactus and Xerophyte Society’s Annual Show & Sale, San Antonio
Garden Center, San Antonio, TX.
May 16-17

Annual Show&Sale at the Will

Rogers Garden Center, Oklahoma

City, OK.
Cash, checks and credit cards accepted
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/FREE OF CHARGE
Set up Friday May 16th beginning at 11:00am
(No monthly meeting) Fliers also available for June speaker.
June 14 -20

Cactus and Succulent Society of America Biannual Convention, Pitzer
College, Claremont, CA.
8
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CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE REGION

June 18

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting
at 7:00 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.
Open to the public/free admission.

Program:

Epiphytic succulents adapted to rainforests by Natham Tschaenn,

conservatory specialist at the Myriad Gardens. Open to the public free
admission.
Refreshments: Helen Hill
July 16

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7:00 pm
at the Will Rogers Garden Center. Open to the public/free admission.

Program:

Build your own Dish Garden Workshop (open to the public).

July 18-19

Henry Shaw Cactus and Succulent Society’s Annual Show & Sale, Missouri
Botanical Garden St. Louis, MO.

August 8–9

Kansas City Cactus and Succulent Society Annual Show & Sale, Loose Park
Garden Center, Kansas City, MO.

August 20

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting
at 7:00 pm at the Will Rogers Garden Center.
Open to the public/free admission.

Program:

South African Succulents by Mike and Rosario Douglas.
Laptop instructions & surfing the net
Open to the public/free admission.

Refreshments: Robert Millison
September 5–6

Austin Cactus and Succulent Society’s Fall Show & Sale, Zilker Botanical
Gardens, Austin, TX.

September 17

No meeting.

October 3

Annual Picnic at Tony and Niki Furrh’s house

Texas Association of Cactus and Succulent Society’s (TACS) Fall Seminar
Hosted by the Ft. Worth Cactus and Succulent Society at the Ft. Worth Botanical
Gardens, Ft. Worth, Texas.
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CACTUS AND SUCCULENT HAPPENINGS IN THE REGION

October 15

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7:00 pm at
the Will Rogers Garden Center. Open to the public/free admission.

7:00pm -

Brief business meeting - Election of Officers
Flyers available for November speaker

7:20 pm-

Program:

Refreshments:

Oddities in Cactus and Succulents by Joyce Hotchritt

Volunteer needed

November 19

Central Oklahoma Cactus and Succulent Society monthly meeting at 7:00 pm at
the Will Rogers Garden Center. Open to the public/free admission.

7 pm:

Brief business meeting

7:10 pm:

Designing with Cactus and Succulents by Jane A Carter
Program:
from Oklahoma Gardens Studio Gardens/OSU.

Refreshments:

Joyce Hochtritt

December 17

Christmas party. Time and place to be announced

*All meetings & programs are Open To The Public - Since we can not economically advertise all our
meetings and programs (except thru our website), special 'speakers' that might be of interest to the general
public are usually advertised as Open To The Public and most are Free Admission other than workshops.
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SUCCULENT PLANTS by Rosario Douglas	
  

A Valentine’s Day Present – finding Muiria at last!
This monotypic genus (meaning only one
species) is found in a small area of the
so-called Little Karoo in South Africa.
The genus Muiria commonly referred to
as mouse head or schmoo was named
after plant collector, Dr. John Muir
(1874-1947). The plants lack stems and
are singled-bodied or may form sparse
clusters.
Muiria is very distinct from any other
Mesemb's and has fine very long velvety
hairs that cover the plant. Plants have
solitary flowers (white to purple) and they
flower in the southern
hemisphere early summer (late
November-December).
Muiria appears to hybridize with
Gibbaeum album that coexists
with Muiria. The hybrid can be
recognized by the incomplete
fusion of the leaves and has
been described as X muiriogibbaeum.
Muiria hortenseae has a
restricted range within the Little
Karoo and it is apparently only
known from few localities. The
plant live in very saline areas. In recent years the plant has suffered from habitat loss, stock
animals trampling the plants, and some illegal collecting.
Upper left: Map from:"Map of Karoo" by Oggmus - Own work. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via
Wikimedia Commons http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Karoo.png#mediaviewer/
File:Map_of_Karoo.png
Lower left: Photo of the general habitat where Muiria hortenseae is found.
Photo by Mike Douglas, 2015
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The Little Karoo, is a 300 mile
long area that runs east-west
parallel to the southern Cape
coast. The area lies in a valley
between two quartzitic
mountain ranges. The Little
Karoo is a popular tourist
destination due to the beautiful
scenery and the many ostrich
farms in the area.
Left: Note how Muiria
hortensea looks when
succulent. Photo from the
Scottish rock garden forum at:
http://www.srgc.net/forum/
index.php?topic=10847.0

A dry area (8-12 inches of rain per year), the Little Karoo vegetation consists of small shrubs,
including some succulent bushes and many other succulents, especially those in
the Mesembryamtemaceae family. The succulents include Gibbaeums, Gasterias, Aloes,
Conophytums, Crassulas, Hoodias among others and also Muiria is endemic to this area.
The name Muiria brings back memories to both of us because in 2007, while photographing
succulents near the town of Ladismith (in the Little Karoo), we had an unpleasant encounter
with a local farmer. The old gentleman thought we were there to steal his sheep. We were not
far from the dirt road and there was no fence or posted sign of any kind so we felt it was OK to
look around. He drove by and found us - tripod in hand and me with the mesemb identification
guide. His English was not perfect, but after some talking and after he saw (as requested) our
driver license, he realized we were not sheep rustlers. The farmer told us that he was tired of
people stealing his sheep. I though he was kidding when he thought we could steal sheep and
place them in our small car, but I have since then seen videos on you-tube showing people
doing just - and in India they were stealing cows in small cars!!
Before the farmer appeared we thought we were looking at a field full of Muiria, but we have
since discovered that the plants we were photographing were not Muiria but probably
Gibbaeums. So when we finally did find Muiria during this last trip we were really thrilled!
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How many Muiria are there in the photo below? The answer is at least 5.

Below is a closer view of Muiria hortenseae. Note the papery sheaths present during dormancy
in the dry season. This photo was taken by Mike Douglas on Valentine’s Day 2015.
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On this trip we stopped
next to the road numerous
times to check out plants,
but this trip we made an
effort to book our
accommodation on farms
where we could walk and
look for plants at leisure
without worrying about
another “Muiria
encounters”. We did most
of our photography and
plant exploration on the
farms we stayed at.
While in the Karoo we
stayed at 3 farms, 2 of
which had lots of
succulents and plenty of

land to explore at leisure. We finally got it, farms are the way to go for accommodation if you
want freedom to explore without worry.
On this last trip we were driving and looking for succulent to photograph when we stumbled upon
Muiria, which we did not recognized at first. We knew it was a mesemb because we could see
the dry flowers, but the plants were strange and looked like very dried up onions or bulbs. After
checking our Mesembs guide and another excellent book on the flora of the Little Karoo made
available to us by our hosts at our local accommodation, we were able to be certain that the
strange bulb-like looking plants we saw were indeed Muiria.
While photographing Muiria another farmer drove by (déjà vu). This time we were in front of the
fence and on the right of way next to a public road, so there was no excuse to question us and we
were ready to do battle. He did not speak to us, but did slow down to a crawl and looked intently
at us. In all fairness to farmers, they are having problems in many areas with people stealing their
cattle so we understand that when they see strange looking folks like us, they probably get
suspicious. Besides what self-respecting botanist has not been yelled at by irate landowners?

Above: Gibbaeum album, a succulent that appears to hybridize with Muiria. This Gibbaeum is
another of the many beautiful and interesting succulents found in the Little Karoo of South Africa.
Photo by Mike Douglas
14
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All in all this Muiria stop was an excellent way to end a Valentine’s Day succulent plant hunt.
We were thrilled to see not only a new succulent plant in the area we have visited in the past,
but also to see a plant special enough that it is the only plant in the genus. We now plan to go
back and see the plants when they are more succulent and in bloom.
References: Succulents of South Africa- A guide to the regional diversity by Gideon
Smith et. al, 2000. Mesembs of the World by Gideon Smith et.al, 1998, and Wikipedia.
Top: Note the size of Muiria. For scale we use my size 5 ring (not a bracelet).
Bottom: The author exploring at the farm in a field covered with many succulents.
Photos by Mike Douglas.
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Bristle

Hair-like spine

Brunnescens

Becoming brown

a

by Rosario Douglas	
  

Bulb

A leaf bud composed of fleshy scales,
usually subterranean, but not
a root. It functions as a food
storage organ during dormancy.

b

Bulbine

A genus of more or less succulent plants in
the family Liliaceae.

Bulbispinus

Having spines with bulbose bases

Cactophile

A person that loves cacti

c

b

a- Illustration of a sprouting bulb from Wikipedia, b- Bulbine bulbosa from Wikipedia Commons,
c- Bulbine frutescens from the city of Austin webpage at:
http://austintexas.gov/department/grow-green/plant-guide/bulbine
Terms from a book by W. Taylor Marshall and R.S. Woods. The book is titled, Glossary of succulent
plant terms, published in 1938. The Cactus Museum at www.CactusMuseum.com, Wikipedia,
A glossary put together by John Chippindale of Leeds England. Also terms from CactiGuide.com 16
at http://cactiguide.com/glossary/ .

